
HWutive veto tad th|i they should .brink from doiugtheiiSJTTSSS dW m would find them^lves in thi. 10-221 JL1to JLkmT Thi. House had'decided by . a»-

ioritv that the appropriation in right, and that they will contt-

C U in thi bill; and if they recede from it for tear ofthe
President'. veto they are unworthy of the aeaU which they
occupy. In auchacaae they would be fit only to be theriave. of
.a despot, trembling at his pretence, and shaping their 7°j®*."suit his views. But he thought no one who believed it to be
right and proper would shrink for fear of a veto, even thoug
the friends of the President, with the President at their heels,
thundered veto in their ears.

. .

But he desired to make a few remarks as to the exercise of
this veto power. He desired to make some remarks on thi.
subject because the exercise of the veto power is becoming
one of the most alarming circumstances in the history of is

country. It was one of the most dangerous to encounter, and
there is danger of its sapping the foundation of the P.J»P£"on Which this Government rests. It was overshadowrng th
land with a despotism which is placing ito hand on the entire

p,,zt^:.ur.;r,n;be
to veto every bill, the expediency of which he doe. not entirely
approve. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.uS that whenever the President thinks a bill not such as he
would have wished to pas. he ought to veto it. Sir, these

' doctrines are not new s they are the very doctrine, urged by
the Federalist, in the Convention which formed our c"',#"'"'
tion- These are the arguments and opinion, brought forward
and prewed by the men who, in that memorable aMembly,
contended that it wa* necessary to strengthen the arm of the
Executive that he-might be enabled to check the lurbulenoB of
the people. Tbia was the very point on whi«i the difference
between the Federalist, and their opponent, mainly turned.
It was contended that the people were impulsive, tumultuous
refractory, and that we wanted a strong ^"cutive who shou d
be able to curb them and keep the pa..ion. of the page in

check. The same doctrine, were preached by the 1 °nesm
-the revolution which established British freedom. It Wa.

proclaimed then that the good of the country required that pre¬
rogative should be more effectually guarded and the arm of he
monarch s.renglhened. And now, here, in this House of

. Representatives, and in the year of grace 1848, these selfsame
old exploded doctrine, of subserviency to Executive power are

brought out again new-vamped, and urged on the American
people as doctrine, of democracy ! The truth is that the grea
danger to our system arises not from the weakness but from
the strength of the Executive power, amw

all ages and countries to usurpation, and skilful m encroach¬
ing on the freedom of the people under a thousand forms.
There is the true point of danger: it is an alarming1'
threatens all we holdltlear; and it ought speedily to- be arrest¬
ed and prevented from accomplishing any further mischief.

Let ire ask my Democratic friends whether they believe that
the people are capable of self-government > Are the Demo¬
crats on thi* floor willing to say they are

rMr. Gueehe here wanted liberty to reply, but Mr. 5).

said he could not spare him the time now ; he would nave

ample opportunity afterwards.]
You tell the people so on the stump. There you are all

most ardent friends to the people and their rights ; but when
vou come here, howdoyuu act > Whoare the people How
'are their wishes to be known ? Who is appointed to expr.M
them > Is it not their own representatives, choeen expressly
for that purpose ? They come up to this hall from every
trictof this Union, fnsh from the people, having had a lull
opportunity for interchanging opinions with them, anil hey
know what their wishes are. Well, sir, how do these wishes
of the great body of the American people stand upon the ques¬tion of internal improvements } Look at their votes in this
very House, and you will find them in favor of them by vote.

' of two to one. By that majority they have recently decided
that the power of appropriating for works of internal improve¬
ment does reside'in this Government, and that it should be
exercised. How havo these wishes been expressed on bill*
which have paswd this House since the present Executive
cane into power > How did those Representative, vote but
a few days since upon the resolutions adopted at the Chicago
Convention, andfceported to this House from the Committee
on Commerce > In all the* cases those who are charged to

express.the wishes of the people have voted in one and the
same way. Yet here is a party, a Democratic party, too,
which tells the nation that their wishes shall not be com; lied
with ; which tells them to their faces that they are trampling
on the constitution, and which invokes the aid of a President,
who is himself the people's creature whom they have made,
that he might accomplish their will, to thwart that will, anil
trample it down in the dust. And thi* is Democracy . Might
I not here repeat the words of the gev.tleman from Georgia,
(Mr. Iversox,) and exclaim, " Shame1 shame where is thy
blush ?" when doctrines such as these are put forth under the
name and guise of Democracy } They might as we;l at once

tell the people that they arc dol's and idiots and need an Ex¬
ecutive guardian to curb them Will gentlemen here soy
that the President understands the wishes of the people bettei
than the people*, representatives. Is his wisdom greater than
the united wisdom of the members of this H -use ' In whai
school, of statesmanship has he been trained that his know¬
ledge of constitutional law aqd the true policy of this nation
should be so far paramount to that of the men whom the peo¬
ple thi'nselyes have selected and sent here to give exprefsion
to their sentiments and desires ' Where is his commission tc

my to ns that we do not know what the withes of the people
are ' I ask my Democratic friend river the way, who intro¬
duced resolutions in favor of internal imptovemenU, wheihei
hi. constituent, are against the power } They voted for Mi.

Here Mr. WENTWORTH made some remarks, not heard
by the Reporter.

Mr. SMITH. How is it in Illinois > A majority of the
people pf that State were in favor of Mr. Polk, yet alter thai
gentleman denounced the President for his veto of the rivei
and harbor bill they sent him here as their Representative.
Have they not confided the care of their true interest, to him
ar.d not to the President»

,Mr. WENTWORTH here spoke as before, with his back
to the Reporters, and was not heard.

Mr. SMITH. I admit that that gentleman's course heft
fcas been peifeclly consistent in all things, with one only ex.

ception. The gentleman ha. been the uniform, constant, un¬

flinching sdvocate of internal improvements, yet he votes foi
a President who vetoes them all. [Much laughter.] I think
hi. past expe-ie.nce ought to teach him a lesson on this sul>-
ject. By the by, I should greatly like to know of the gentle¬
man whom he is going to vote for at the coming election

Mr. WENTWORTH, hesitating.
Mr. 8CHENCK said "there was so much noise and con¬

fusion here that the gentleman could not explain himself.
[Bursts of laughter.]

Mr. SMITH, (resuming.) I believe in the sentiment so
well expressed by Edmuod Burke when describing the cha¬
racter of a W hig in his day. "A Whig should be a man jea
louely watching the movements of the Executive^ having his
eyes on minister, snd his ears toward the people. I his ad¬
mirable definition, given by that illustrious man, will well
apply to the Whigs of this day who desire to preserve amongit
os a Republican Government. But how is it n<>w with too

many of the Republicans in this hall } We see them with
their eyes occasionally turned askance over their shoulders at
the people, bul with both eyes and ears directed steadily to
the White Houae, ready to catch the fird and slightest inti-
inatirns of the Executive with

I will be obliged if my friend from Illinois will tell me what
.re the opinion, of General Caaa on the subject of internal im¬
provement '

Mr. WENTWORTH wiahed to know if the gentleman
would let him r^fc now ?

Mr. SMITH add, yes, he would allow him three minutes
out of his own time to reply.

Mr. WENTWORTH said that he had been in Congress
with Gen. Cue; this was the third session, and they bad t.h-
ed exactly alike on the river and harbor bill: thi. waa all he
knew about it. If Gen. Taylor would do a. much he should
be well content.

Mr. SMITH. I am greatly obligod to the honorable gen
tieman for thi. very lucid expoeitioh of the opinion, of Gen.
Caw on the power of internal improvement. Now, I happen
to have here a small document thftt a good deal resembles the
primer that contained the picture of John Rogers, the martyr,
in the day. of bloody Mary, and in which were these memo-

. Table lines :
.. I leave you her* this little book
For you to look upon,
That you may see your father's face
When he is dead and gofie."

[M.ch merriment on both sides of the H>use. ] \ ea, sir?
here is a little book lor my Democratic friends to look upon,
and In it they will see their father's f»ce when he is dead
and gone. [Voice. : " And that he will soon he."] Yes,
very aoon : on the 7th day of next November. I will read it
to the House without troubling theCleik. [H«re Mr. 8. be¬
gan to read a book aVout two inches square, with a lac Mmile
attached of Mr. Cass's letter to the Chicago Convention ]
On the whole, I think I had best eend it up to the Clerk's

table, as gentlemen aeem so anxious to see as well as hear it.
(The email volume was here sent to the Clerk's desk. He

succeeded in holding it in his hand, and read the content, witfl
an audible voice, as follow. :

, "Dninrr, Mat 90, H47.
" Dun Sn : I am obliged to you for your kind attention in

transmitting me an invitation to attend the Convention on
Internal improvements which Will meet in Chieago in July.Circumstance., however, will put it out of n»y power to be
present at that time.

** 1 am, dear sir, respeetfutly yours,
.. LEWIS CASS.

.' W. L. WmTl*n, Esq."] *

Mr. WENTWORTH presumed this was to be taken out
of the gentleman's time. (A laugh.]

Mr. SMITH. Oh, certainly. A very Important document,
and not very long.
The genileman from Illinois has explained to us very clearlythe opinions of the Democratic candidate on thia very inter¬

esting subject. I am sorry he was not equally clear on some
others. 1 hope the " noise and confusion " here will not pre¬
vent him from enlightening us. We are all very still and
quiet on this side of the House

Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope the gentleman will give us
Oen. Taylor'# opinions on the same subject.
Mr SMITH. I will. I shall not be prevented, like hts

great leader, by any "noise and confusion'' in this Hall.
But firat let me state that, on a late occasion, Oen. Cass was

at Cleveland, a city on the lakes, deeply interested iu the
question ol harbor improvements. He was called upon, in

presence of a great Maembiage of the citizens of that place,
to contradict a calumny which had been extensively circula¬
ted against him, that he was opposed to the power of Con-
areas over works of internal improvement i but, most unfor¬
tunately " the noise and confusion which pievailed were so

Hreat that he could not explain bis sentiments." [Laughter. ]
The gentleman from Illinois says that Gen. Cass is >n favor
of internal improvements. And how does he know it Why,
because he voted for bills for works of that kind. Has the gentle¬
man never seen the letter of Gen. Cass to the Baltimore Con¬
vention, in which he declares that he cordially approves every
sentiment and principle contained in the platform of politica
doctrines which that Convention put forth to the world, and

promises that, if elected, he will do all he can to oam them
out * Every mau on that side of the House knows well that
the Convention is directly opposed to the power ar exercised
by thi* Government t and they know that that Convent on

endorsed Mr. Polk's veto of the Michigan harbor bill, and the
improvement of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers t and in his
letter Gen. Cass says he cordially approves all their «aymgs
and doings. After this, can the gentleman pretend that Oen.
Cass is in favor of internal improvements by the General uov-

erlMT.nWENTWORTH. Certainly. [A laugh]
Mr. SMITH. Mr. Cass gave the Baltimore platform his cor¬

dial assent and approbation , but if he shall be elected ««»h»
then witness a repetition of the scenes of the Kane letter. He is

now supported at the South as being utterly opposed to internal
improvements, and at the same time he is supported in the N orth
as being pledged in their favor. We are told he voted for such
bills in the Senate. Yes ? but does not the gentleman from
Illinois vei know that the way in which General Cass voted
one day is no security as to how he will vote on the self-same
point another day » How long was he avowedly in favor of
the Wilmot proviso 1 Out is he for the proviso now 1 How
stronclv was be once opposed to Texas annexation 5 has tne

gentleman, have the representatives from Texas, forgotten
those memorable words of bis in the Senate, "We
Texas, if England does, in Gods name let ber akc it
His whole history shows that he is a perfect weathercock,
turned by every changing Ueeze. Yet we are now told that
because general Cass once v*«l for mternal improvements he
will do so still. I advise the gentleman from Illinois toexamine
a work of Geri. Cass entitled the Court and King of Fiance.

Mr. WENTWOKTH. I have read it.
Mr SMITH. And then to contrast with the language there

used the opinions expressed of the same Louis after be was no

longer on the throne. It presents an instructive chapter^as to
the mutability of politicians, especially of those of the Demo-
cratic school.

. .

The gentleman wants to know the opinions of Genera
Taylor: those opinions are before the country I will read
the gentleman one of them.

t. ....[Mr. 8. here quoted the Allison letter, beginning with the
subject of the Executive veto.]

...»Does the gentleman from Illinois object to those doctrines
Mr. WENTWORTH. " Ought to be."
Mr. SMITH. Yes, and will be if General Taylor is elected.

The gentleman admilB that the will of the people on these eub-
iect» ought to be carried out, and yet he votes-for a man who
never will carry them out. The opinions here expressed are

such as would have done credit to the early days of the Re¬
public. They are not unworthy of the days of Washington,
and Jefferson, and Madison.

Bu', according to the Democratic opinions of the day, a

President it to canvass the reasons for and against the expe-
diency of every bill the Congress may pass and send to h:m
for his signature , and if he does not think the law expedient
he must veto it. Was such a doctrine ever heard oi in tbc
days of Washington, er of Jefferson, or of Madison, that a

President of the United States must descend into all the details
of legislation and of domestic policy, and undertako to veto

every bill for which he would not ha®e voted in (/ongress
It was unheard of, unthought of, in their days. The Presi¬
dent then confined himseh to great constitutional principles,
and left the details of legislation to the representatives of the
people. General Taylor has here taken the same ground.
He will not undertake to prescribe how much duty snail be
laid on a yard of cloth ; he will not presume to dcclare this
river may be improved but that must not be. \ ou may clear
out Duck creek, in Tennessee, but you shall not remove a

snag from the channel of the great Father of waters. He
will have the will of the people to be carried out, and will
not abuse the veto power to prostrate and to-thwart their
will. If there were no other reasons entitling bim to the en-

i thusia«tic support of the people of this country these alone are

sufficient. In the days we have in prospect before us the
policy of this Government is not any longer to be shaped at
the White House. Executive influence is th« grand Pandora s

box from which all our evils have proceeded. Look back to
the commencement of Gen. Jackson's Administration. We
bad then an institution to regulate the currency of the coun-

try; it was popular every where ; the pec pie of this entire
Union desired it should continue. Democratic legislature after
Demociatic legislature voted for its recharter, and that mea¬

sure was earnestly advocated by the present Vice I resident
of the United States Yet Executive power and influence was

able to thwart the wishes of the people and to prostrate tna
institution in the dust.

Mr.. CLARK bere inquired whether Gen. Tajlor was in
favor of a rational bank >

Mr. SMITH. I am not informed, [much laughter on the
Demociatic side of the House,] but this 1 know, that the wishes
of the country on that and on every other subject will l>e r,irrn»d
out. It is not the duty or the policy of the President to regu-
late the currency of the country. I have myself always been
the advocate of a national be&k ; but if General Taylor is our

Piesident it will not be revived unless the people ask for it.
The country is verv differently situated now from what it was
when that bank was destroyed. We are able to get along
without it.

,ii-But, if tny man withes to see a proof of the overwhelming
force of Executive power and patronage, let him .look at the
annexation of Texas. When that measure waa first brought
up in Congress a majority of the House were openly against
it, yet it finally received a majority of votes. How was that
majority obtained > A letter appeared in the Richmond En-
quirer declaring that no man would receive or need expect the
Executive countenance and favor if he was opposed to the
measure of annexation. The msjority against it in thee >un*

try was large.it was overwhelming. In Indiana four-fifths
of the Democrats were against it. I know thia to have been
ao in my district. And how was it in the great State of New
York > Annexation was utterly repudiated. Yet when that
letter came out, a sodden change came over the apirit of the
dream ofsome who bad been loudest and most clamorous
against the measure. And I could point to a rosn from your
own State, Mi. Speaker, (understood to mean Mr. Paiimkh-
Tt«,) who was now in the enjoyment of a lucrative office un¬
der this Government in consequence of such a change. \ es,
it is not to be di*guised, we have come to that paw that Con¬
gress is little more than an office to register Executive edicts.
If any man, with the spirit of a man, dare rise op here and
oppose the Executive pleasure, the cry of treason, treason, is
raised against him. But if General Taylor comes into the
White House you will see a very different state of things.
There will be another order of the day.
A gen'leman from Georgia (Mr. Iriaaoif) yeaterday made

his dehut before this House in very handsome style, and ad¬
dressed us in a very eloqfltnt s'rain. But, unfortunately for
bim and for his State, on thia the first occasion of his public
appearance a« a debater here, be was found strenuously op¬
posing snd resisting the claim* of his owh 8tate to justice at
the hands of this Government. Certainly it was matter of
regret that one of her distinguished and talented sons and re¬

presentatives should, on bis first preseht ition here, be msking
a strenuoua appeal to the House against the plainest princi¬
ples of justice and of common sense. It is not for nse to set¬
tle ihe question of such a course letween him and the people
of Georgia ; but I do believe that a very large majority of the
people of that State will recognise the juitiee of the claim
urged in behalf of the city of Savannah, the commercial capi¬
tal of their State.
The gentleman spoke with grent eloquence snd entered the

lists as a mourner over the unfortunate fate of Henry Clay.
Yes ; he lamented in very mournful tones over the fate of that
man, whom I ndmire, and have ever atdmired, more than any
living public man whom oar country calla her own. I felt
like mingling ray tears with hi* While he was pouring out such
pathetic strains over a great man fallen.

Mr. IVER80N wished to explain.
Mr. SMITH desired to be excused, as he had but a lew

minutes left. *

Mr IVERSON, nevertheless threw in the remark that
whit he bad said was not in sympathy but in derision.

Mr. SMITHcontinned. Ahlindmswn Heknewitwas
in derision. He knew that praises for that msnnevercould come
from that source but in derision. He wsnted the country lo
krr>w, he wanted thst illustrious man to know, and hia friends
to know, that the crocodile tears which had fallen from Locofoco
eyes all over this country for him were but shed In drri«ion
This «yas not the first time be had seen these tears shed. Tliese
mournful notes of lamentation had fallen f»n hi* ears Iwfore.
He had seen something of the same manifestations in the^o-
Inmns of the Union. Day after day sympathetic notes had
been poured out and crrfcodile tears had been shed by I si ber
Ri'shie for Henry Clay, as a noMe, gallant, patriotic man i »

man whose great name was inserilied high on the rolls of his
country's fame.a man whose great name would live through¬
out this country and the cMlixed world when the insignificant
name of Zach«ry Taylor should have been forgotten. ^ .*

this the same Henry Clay who, in 1844, was vilified ami
slandered all over the country by these same men who were
now so ready to priise him as the blackleg united with the
puritan.who, in 1844, w«s denounced as vile, oelious, in¬
famous > Was thia the same Henry Clay who had procured
the election of John t^uincy Adams by bargan, corrup¬
tion, snd treachery > Was il the same Henry Clay who had

sold lie right* of hi* constituent* for a seat in the Cabinet>
Was this the same Henry Clay whom old Father Ritchie had
grown gray in denouncing as an infamous politician, aa .
dishonest uuui ' Was this ihe same Henry Clay whom their
Democratic friends tip to the meeting of the Philadelphia Con¬
vention had been for twenty years holding up to the country
as the greatest of all political tinners, as the man who of ail
others waq most to be feared * He thought there was one ex¬

ception to that courae. He believed he had heard similar
strains cf eulogy from Locofoco organs when the same Whig
party nominated General Harrison in 1840.

'l'he denunciations of Henry Clay then suddenly reased,
and the land was oveiflowed with eulogies to him from Demo¬
cratic presses and orators, because the same motives were

operating upon them then. They then wanted to turn the
admiring eyes of the country from lien. Hariison. and to in¬
duce the beliefthat Mr. Clay was badly treated, and his friends
ought not to support Geu. Harrison. But again, in 1844,
when Mr. Clay was again nominated, the old tune was taken
up, and, instead of the mournful tones of condolence and sym¬
pathy, we heard nothing but fiery indignation and bitter vitu-

C'ration, poured out u)>on his head with unsparing malignity,
et him tell Democratic gentlemen that Mr. Clay and his

friends knew, how to appreciate these encomiums, these
eulogies, these crocodile tears j and let him tell them fur¬
ther tbey could not divert one man from the Whig party
from the support of General Taylor, by any hollow at¬
tempt to excite sympathy foi Mr. Clay, or any attempt to
create the impression that be had been badly treated.
Mr. (.'lay's friends had no Ibss confidence in him than they
had ever had ; they believed him the same great and good
man they had always considered him ; they cheiished his
name with all the fondness they had ever felt for it, and in
after timea tbey would hold up that illustrious name to their
children as the bright model of an American statesman whom
every American youth should be taught to emulate. But
they did not want to expose him in hia old age to the malig¬
nant vituperative assaults of pensioned Democratic presses
thioughout the land j they did not want him to pass through
the fierv ordeal of 1844. They had nominated a man
who had not been abused to the same extent as Mr. Clay, and,
for want of time.although he admitted that old Father Ritchie
was handsomely schooling himself in the business of vituper¬
ation of General Taylor, and had already progressed so far
that he would soon equal his best efforts in doing the same
work towards Mr. Clay.it would all be in vain. He re¬

garded this Presidential election as completely settled as it
would be on the 7th of November next. The people were
determined that this Administration should be turned out'of
power, and that no time serving demagogue, no political
trickster who had grown wealthy and fat on extia pay from
the people's money, should occupy the Presidential chair for
the next four years. They would take a man fresh from the
people s one whose courage, whose skill in war were only
equalled by the kindness of bis heart, and the genuine benevo¬
lence which marked his character j a man who.to uae-bi»
own eloquent language.haJ "no enemies io punish, no
friends to reward, nothing to serve but his country." That
country the people would give him the opportunity to serve in
the highest civil station within the gift of the people.
Here the hammer fell and the hour expired.
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, said when he had made the

motion to reconsider the other day, it was with no intention of
addressing the House or of deviating from the rule he had
prescribed for himself, except such as should become neces¬

sary to explain his votes j but the course of argument of the
gentleman ffbm Indiana (Mr. Smitu) bad been so extraordi¬
nary as to induce him to trespaas upon this rule and to ask
the attention of the Houee for a short time.

. What was t(ie question before the House }' It was whether
this House would reconsider the vote upon the passage ol this
bill, and, it agreed to, whether they would reconsider the vote
upon the engrossment, and then strike out of the bill (lie ob¬
noxious feature A little history on this subject, amid the
confusion which gentlemen on the other side of the House
seemed disposed to get up, might not lie unimportant. It was
sought to be shown that the other side of the House was not
responsible for faction. A House with a decided majority
on every single question, it was now sought to be proved was
not responsible for the manner in which bills were framed and
passed here. W as it so ' How was the vote upon this
question > Seventeen men on the othei side of the House
had voted agai.ist the passage of this civil and diplomatic ap-
propiiation bill, and the majority against it was only 23.
Lleven gentlemen on his side of the House voted for it, and
he was happy to say he was among that number, for never
while he was honored with a seat on this floor would he vote
to stop the wheels of this Government, if that vote could be
avoided with any regard to consistency whatever. Seven¬
teen gentlemen who had voted for this appropriation for the
Savannah river, who lielieved it constitutional, who believed
it expedient to pass such a bill, had seen fit to step into the
arena and to vote against it.for what purpose > Why, they
came up like children and said they did it for fun ! Grave
legislators, able statesmen, eminent men legislating for the
people of this country for fun, as a^ matter of farce, because
gentlemen on this side of the House, entertaining views against
the power of Congress to make this appropriation bad seen fit
to vote against the bill ! Now, he asked in candor, could
any man who entertained a constitutional objection to the paa-
sag* of such an item as this vote for a bill that contained it >
And if he saw lit to ca«t his vote against it, did it become the
majority of this House, who entertained opposite opinions,
also to vote against the bill 1 How w<re they justified before
the country ' He would like to hear gentlemen confine them-
selves to this question, and give a direct answer.
He begged leave here to ssy that he dill"ered entirely from

the remarks which had fallen from the honorable gentleman
from Virginia on his side of the House, (Mr. Baylt,) in
relation to the conduct of the Speaker. Wh«n he (Mr. S.)
had made the motion to reconsider the vote on this item, in
response to a suggestion of the Speaker that the motion could
not lie made under the rules, he had intimated that he had an

abiding confidence that the piesenl Speaker would not so hold,
j and that he must be permitted to say that, in his humble jodg'-
ment, the conduct of the Chair on this occasion was entitled
to the highest respect of every member of this Houae. The
only question on which he hid differed with the Chair.and
upon which he bad not had time to examine the precedents
was ia relation to the original vote given by the Speaker ;
whether the bill had not pioceeded so far, whether it had not
gone through the subsequent stages of reading and voting, as
to preclade the right of the Speaker to vote upon the amend¬
ment. Having had no time to examine the precedents, he

1 wu obliged to defer to the decision ol the Speaker, for the
.time being, a* correct.

But, gentlemen whom he knew to be sound constitutional
lawyers.gentlemen, he repeated, of eminent ability had un¬
dertaken to distinguish between this appropriation and appro
priations to remove a sand bar.had undertaken to tell this
House that while Congrees had no power to remove obetruc-
tions which the laws of God snd of Nature had placeJ in har¬
bors and rivers, tbey had the power to remove those placet!
there by man. He should like to hear eloquent legal gentle¬
men, constitutional lawyers, on this subject. If the conatitn-
tion of the United States gave the power to remove these ob¬
stacles, it gave it without regard to how they caine there. He
was among the number who believed the constitution did eon-
fer this power, and he believed it was a matter of no conse¬
quence how the obstructions had been formed, and, if he might
he permitted to say it, with respect for the opinions of gentle
men on the other aide, the distinction wss ridiculous between
obstructions in a river caused by sinking vessels, hulks, 4*.
to keep out an enemy's fleet, and those caused by the accumu
lation of sand by the water. How was this case distinguish¬
ed from the bar formed at the end of the pier at Chicago,
erected by the Government of the United States '

He had voted in committee and in the House against this
item. V\ hy > Because it was in direct violation of the rule
of the House to place it In (he bill, and if these votes were re-
considered so that it would be in order, he intended to move

I to exert die power of thia House to strike it out. The 81st
rule was imperative that no such appropriation shoulft be en¬

grafted on the bill by (he Committee of Ways and Meana, nor
under the orders of the House, nor by the Committee of the
Whole , and why was it in this bill . Why did the Chair-
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, representing in
part a Western State largely interested in the system of inter¬
nal improvements.a State which embraced within its bordsm
as many objects of improvement as any other.why did that
gentleman content, in the navy appropriation bill, to provide
for Boston harbor, and in the civil and diplomatic appropria¬
tion bill to improve the mouth of Savannah river ' Was this
legitimate legislation ' Was it fair > Was it just (o the
coun(ry which the gentleman and himself represented in par^>
Waa it jaatiee to the great Northwest to be tampering, placing
single items separately in the general appropriation bills, that
might roll through with the necessities ol this Government,
while every thing for the benefit of the gentleman's comtitu-
ency and his was carefully excluded '

Mr. VIN TON said, the gentleman would probably recol¬
lect that when the items for the Mississippi and Ohio rivera
were moved in Cdmmiltec of the Whole he had voted lor them,
and he had stated here yesterday he regretted they had not
passed.

Mr. STUART. Why did not the gentleman put them
into (he bill ?

Mr. VINTON. No proposition was brought before the
Committee of Ways and Meana for that purpose.

Mr. ST I ART. Was it not the gentleman's own busi¬
ness as chairman of that committee to bring it before the-com¬
mittee ' And if Um Savannah river had been brought in
there it certainly notified the chairman that other internal im¬
provements might also be included. He understood (ha( one

member of that committee from Georgia (Mr. Tontine) had
introduced this item as a member of (he Committee of Waya
snd Means. He repeated, it notified, or shook! have notified
the honorable -hairman to take care, aa 4 Western man, of
the interests of his own State and of hia, (Mr. 8 'a.) Now,
no such cavilling could be justified before tbe gentleman's con¬

stituents or hia, whatever might be attempted on this floor for
political purposes. Their constituency would hold them re¬

sponsible ; (bey would wiah to know why tbey were voting

item by iUsm to improve all the harbor* on the aeaboard while
their# in the West were left to retnaiu m statu quo.
He took another objection. While be would vote for a

general bill for internal improvement*, and while be bel.eved
the system constitutional.not to the extent laid down by the
genlltaun Irom Indiana (Mr. Smitu) at an early part of the
session, not that we were afloat upou the ocean without a

chart or compass, but thai thtfre were certain well-defined
principle* in the constitution which justified these appropria¬
tions.while he would vote for a bill of thi* kind, he would
never consent to legislation evidently intended for political
purposes. Gentlemen on the other side might quibble, might
prevaricate aa much a* they chose, but thia item had been in¬
troduced into the general appropriation bill for the purpose of
making an argument against the Democratic party.for the
put-pose of provoking a veto, or of charging the President
with inconsistency, No other motive could be reasonably
assigned.

1 lie gentleman from Ohio had aaid yesterday that he wa*

anxious to carry out the recommendation* of the Executive
department of the Government in ita various branches. If
so, why bad not these Weatern improvements been put into
this bill if this wa* legitimate legislation ? When the other
day they had had up the question of appropriation for the
survey* of the public lands, the Western men had asked that
the recommendation of the Department ahould be carried out.
that $115,000 might be placed in the bill for theae survey*.
V\ hy had the majority of the Hou*e, upon the recommenda¬
tion of the same committee, refused to give them but $65,000'
But he could not spend too much time on this point.
He had alluded to the inconsistency of gentlemen on the

other aide of the House, and to the fact that but for the honor¬
able gentleman from Georgia on hi* side, (Mr. Cobb,) thia
bill would now deep the sleep of death. After a majority of
this House had defeated it no gentleman bad riaen on that
side to move to leconaider the vote and save the bill by *tnking
out the obnoxious item. He ahould say a few words in rela¬
tion to the propriety of tni* legislation, and then he should
pa?* to the other branchea of the subject.
He spoke now of the respect which waa due to a co-ordi¬

nate branch of thia Government. Differing, aa did honorable
gentlemen on the other side with the present Executive of the
United States upon thia constitutional queation, he asked wa*

it respectful > Waait that lespect which they demanded at
hia hands > Were the denunciation which they had so often
heard from gentlemen of the Preaident of the United State*
as a miscreant, aa the greatest enemy known to the country,
of the constitution and libertiea of the people, that respect
which waa due to the Executive > While honorable gentle¬
men on the other aide were conatantly declaring that gentle¬
men on his *ide came here but to register the edict* of the
President, and that they should govern their action by the
principlea of justice and a due regard to the light* of the
people, why did they not pay that respect to the Preaident
which the rules of the House made incumbent upon them, and
keep out of this bill appropriation not rightly there ?

But the gentleman from Indiana had amused the House,
and he confessed had amused him, at some of the positions he
had taken. He did not see the honorable member in his ^nl>
but, inasmuch as it wa* hia duty to be there, he hoped he
would be soon. It was strange for one who, lice him, knew
the early political history of this country only by reading it,
to hear a Whig of this day claiming to be a Jefiersonian. The
gentleman had proved himself a British Whig by reading a

definition of Edmunii Burke, and if he would turn to Black¬
wood's Magazine, which was equally good British authority, he
would find it there declared that the devil was the first Whig /
and he put it to the jentleman that if he resorted to British
authority to prove himself a Whig, he must take British au¬

thority m extenso. Let him ask the gentleman, to what ve¬
toes respectively of tha Executive of tbe United 8tates did he
object' He would like to hear the gentleman, or any other
honorable member on that aide of the House, specify to which
of the vetoes of the various Presidents of the United Bute*
they objected. From the foundation of the Goveinment to the
present day, there was not a man, he ventured to say, who
dared get up and say he objected to any veto, except that of
harbor and river improvements. There was rankling in the
heart of the gentleman from Indiana, and tbe gentleman could
not entirely suppress it, that old desire lor a national bank.
1 rue, the gentlemun had not the moral courage to come out
and declare himself for it, but he aaid if the people u-ant it,
lo and behold ho was for it. He had no constitutional opin¬
ions, nor opinions of expediency, except those, which he might
imaginecame from the people. The gentleman told the House
that the people of the Lnited States had again and again de¬
clared in favor of a national tank. It was, if we judged from
their representatives, lamentably true; but if we judged from
the conduct of 'he people alone, of those who were engaged in
their agricultural and mechanical pursuit*, who were outside
of and beyond the influence of the dollar* that might operate
upon gentlemen nearer the throne, they never had been in
favor of such an institution. Mr. Madison interposed his veto,
but at the next session yielded to what he supposed wa« the
desire of the people. Th*t yie'dir.g had been the subject of
the lamentation of the Democracy of the country from that
time (.0 the present; it had cost us millions of money ; it pros-
lr«,eJ the producing classes in the dust; for twenty years hsd
the Democratic parly fought to throw off thia incubus* and they
had shaken it off "as a lion the dew-dropv from his mane."
The Democracy of this country now stood erect, never to be
incumbered with another institution of the kind.

But the gentleman asked, " are we to be told in this year
eighteen hundred and forty >" and that turned out to be
the end of hi* sentence. He presumed the gentleman was

dishing up one of his old speeches of 1840, when to the De¬
mocracy of Indiana be had denied that the Whig (»artv had
any intention to charter a bank ; but no aooner badjhey prac¬
tised on the credulity and confidence of the people, and ac¬

quired the power, than immediately they 4«let slip the dogs
of war".immediately the cloven foot had ahown itself, and
/the first act, and the dying act, too, of that Administration was
an effort to charter a bank.

Mr. DUNN said that so far from the Whigs of Indiana in
1840 taking ground against a National Bank, or preienJing
that they were not for a National Bank, it was one of the
main issues, if not the main issue, and wa* earnestly pressed
by them.

Mr. PE TTIT said he could not speak for his colleague's
portion of Indiana, but he could for his own, and he could
give the Whig elector's name who had denounced it from one

end of hi* district to the otber; it wa* Henry 8. Lane, hi*
predecessor on thi* floor.
Mr. DUNN disagreed with his colleague, and repeated hi*

declaration that the Wbiga of Indiana in 1840 had made the
question of a bank a prominent issue, and that the leading
Whig journal at Indianapolis took ground both for the consti¬
tutional power and tbe expediency of a bank.

Mr. ROCKHILL aaid, so far as hi* district wa* concerned,
he never in 1840 heard any elector or other Whig orator.and

ithey had had all sort* of meetings and log cabin and hVd cider
carousals.declare in favor of a National Bank. The Demo¬
cratic party had charged it upon them, and in every case it
ws* denied,
Mr. 8TUART lived on the borders of Indians, and knew

something of the facts himself. It had been declared at tbat
time through all tbe region ofcountry, and even a distinguished,
Senator from Massachusetts had said, that a National Bank was

an " obsolete idea. So tar from having agreed upon it in
any two Statea, there were scarcely two Congreesionsi district*
where the Whig oratora proclaimed the sum" principle*.
Why ' Because they dared not go before the American peo-
pie with their principles inscritrd on their banne>s. In 1844
they had told the country that Mr. Clay was the great "ero-
bodiment" of their principle*, and soul and body be stood forth
a living monument of Whiggery. But it was now too late
for gentlemen to say that they bad carried on the canvass of
1840 on principlea. Why, they ate and drank the people out
of that election ? hard cider, corn dodgera, songs, coon skins
these miserable emblems indicated any thing but an adherence
to reason and principle.

Novf, he asked gentlemen why they bad not nominated
Mr. Clay, and he told them, in advance, he had no particular
sympathy for that gentleman. He would remark further, that
from the very outaet of the canvass to the preeent day, he had
earnestly wished that tbe Whig party wpuld not nominate
Mr. Cliy.he had never entertained any otber opinion. He
believed him to be the strongest man they could nominate,
and gentlemen would find out in the idee of November that
the Northern Statea did not respond to lbs Philadelphia nomi
nation. Gentlemen might blind their eyes ; they might see

Mr. Greeley poising himself upon hi* lever end doubting which
way to go, and yet might deny that all waa not right in their
camp ; tbey might hear the music of Northern men proclaim¬
ing that (Jen. Taylor waa a Wilmot proviso man out and out,
while Southern men took refuge under the fact of his having
'¦eeo born and lived in the South and his owning hundreds
of slave* j they might cause to be written from this city letters
through mem! ers of Congress to different sections of the coun-

tJT, making any thng and every thing of hie principles, but
wou^l find that men who had beer. Tyler-zed would not

he Taylorized,
Ihe celebiated "Allison letter" had iwen alluded toby

the gentleman from Indiana as containing the platform of
Gen. Taylor'* principlea. Now, that wa* a moat remarkable
etler, and got up in a rtrnarkable way, and by remarkable
men ; and this Capitol could " a tale unf.ild " in regard to that

would show whose opinions it reflected. A man

°~i ' b""n *°m'what engaged in the legal profession would
fegtrd tbat letter as having been got up by a conclave of very
» ^le men, very atrong lawyers, who had gathered together on a

Jilt ' lhem all the letters the old man had ever written,
inwhtch he had declared himselfa Native American, an Aboli-
looist, a Democrat, a Whig.not an "ultra Whig, but a

»g in principle and he would like to hear his friend
rom Pennsylvania tell them what was the difference. He took

V were none in this House but ultr* Whigs < for, af-
tbough there were abolitionista from Massachusetts snd New
ampshire, slaveholders from the 8outh, and whatever elae

you please, they came up here in solid column, and voted
to a man to oppose every thing which democracy did. He
t oagnt they bad not that distinction in this Houses but that
1 W*T" " °l,r* " Wbiga, partisan Whig* ; and, ifany gen-
t man s political dictionary could tell bim what the distinction
waa, he should be very happy to hear it. Now, this Allison

letter, which «eemed thus to have been framed with all the
previous letters before the writer., who were attempting, like
a lawyer with a bad case, to reconcile the conflicting doctrine*,
said that be held the veto power to be a conservative power,
not to ba exercised except io case* of clear violation of the
constitution or of hasty and ill-considered legislation. Who
had ever pretended tbat it should be exercised io any other
cise ' He would like to know, if a yu passed through both
iiuu*es of Congress, what was the " proper consideration " it
should receive in order to meet the Executive approbation '

How was the Executive to kuow whether it bad received that
consideration or not, except by determining whether it was
right or wrong ' Waa he to stand here and hear their discus
sions Was he to know whether they passed a bill in a

month or km one day after it was taken up t The only man¬
ner in which he could determine whether legislation was hasty
or inconsiderate, waa by determining whether it was right or

wrong in his opinion, as a co-ordinate branch of the legisla¬
ture of the country. It was the only test which the Execu¬
tive could apply ; and, while the Allison letter waa relied upon
to limit the veto to certain cases, it applied to every case upon
which a veto could be made. In tliia connexion he would
again call . and he hoped to hear gentlemen take the history
of this country and trace down the vetoes of the seven1 Pre.
uidents, and point out one to w hich they were opposed except
that on the harbor and river bill. Who did not know that the
Democratic party of tbis Union were divided on thatqucation,
and ever had been.not on the great principle, but on the
mode of its application > Mr. Calhoun, who, be thought, was

regarded as about as strict a constructionist as there was, and
would be admitted as one of the most able men, admitted, and

, d,°ne f° lhl» *aaion, that Congress did possess the power,
and that the only question was as to its application, Upon
that question of ita application tbe Democratic party, he re¬

peated, bad ever been divided. Now, what induced the Whig
party to favor it > Theaame thing that induced them to fajor
every other propoeition which the Democratic party opposed.
It waa the only basis on which thev could agree. They came
into power in 1840, and they could not hold together ni.*ty
days, rbfl moment they came to compare the opinion* of
dirterent individuals from Afferent sections of the country,
why, the confusion of Babel was harmony in comparison with
their action.

r

It had been said here by another Gentleman from Indiana,
**

' rJ ',0*ps<"*>) a tormei part of the session, that, wfaen
Mr. 1 yler became a Utile democratic, they abandoned him.
INow, that was true ; and, bad he become thoroughly demo¬
crats, the Democratic party would havo endorsed him ; but
as, in the Christian world, a man must forsake the devil and
all bis works, so In the political world a man must shake off
every vestige of Whiggery, in all Its connexions, or be could
never be a Democrat. A gentlemon near him said "a mo¬
dern Democrat." No, no* an ancient Democrat. What
w ere Jefferson's opinions upon a national bank as long ago as
the administration of Gen. Washington ' He gave his opi¬
nions against it, and never changed tboso opinions. What
was the opinion of Mr. Madison on the same question 1

Against it; yielding in an evil hour, as be had before said, to

what, in his own language, ttenud to be the will of the peo¬
ple. What was the opinion of modem Whiggery f He had
heard honorable gentlemen say that party sprung up in 1832.
W hat built them up ? Gen. Jackson's veto £»f the bank.
I hey took ground against him, and declared' that this country
was to be and should be ruined without that institution. This,
let him tell gentlemen on the other side, was modern Whig-
gery, but it was ancient Federalism.

Mf. POLLOCK said Gen. Jackson ha<I acknowledged the
constitutionality of a bank.

Mr. 8TUAKT. Gen. Jackson did not show much belief
in the constitutionality of a national bank when he placed his
veto upon it. The Whig party placed upon the records
of the Senate of tbe United States a resolution censuring
Gen. Jackson.and in violation, too, of the constitution.
for the measures he adopted against that institution ; and yet
modern Whiggery was ancient Democracy ! Gracious Hea¬
vens ! only think of it ! [A laugh.] A Whig, who dared
not declare in convention what ho thinks, who had not the
moral courage on the floor of this House to define' his position,
because he wanted to wire in and wire out.because the ques¬
tion of success was tho only question they had at heart; such
a Whig to claim to monopolize the ancient Democracy !

But we never should get Gen. Taylor's opinions on this
question, it seemed. Although he had l>een written to some
six weeks eince.he lived off the mail mule.his letter could
not reach him, and we could not receive his answer ! He
lived in a back country, where nobodv travelled except eomo
two or three men who had him in charge. We should never

get his opinions on these questions, he (Mr. S.) undertook to
say.

But, in reference to the little bock which the gentleman
from Indiana had taken the pains to send to the Clerk's desk
to have read. I hat Chicago Convention was a great Con¬
vention. I here weic a great many distinguished men there,
and tbey went there lor important purposes. They had no

doubt at heart the success of improvements of harbors and
rivers. But the people would consider it a little singular that
the Committee on Commerce of (his House, composed of a

majority of W higs, who had that subject in charge, had spent
some seven months in bringing out a set of resolutions simply
to insult the Executive of the United States, and had brouaht
in no bill.

.

|HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, referred to a bill which
ha J been reported for the improvement of certain harbor* and
rivers, and said the committee had made everv effort to pas*
it through.

r

Mr. STUART knew all about the contents of tbat bill;
and he knew how it had been treated, too. It had slept here
in Committee of tbe Whole on the state of the Union, and
not progressed at all, while that committee had labored seven
months to get up a report and resolutions to censure and in¬
sult the President of the United States.

Mr. HAMPTON inquired if the chairman of the Commit¬
tee on Commerce had not made repeated efforts to have the
rule suspended which required bills to be taken up in their
order, for the purpose of passing this river and harbor bill 5
and did not the gentleman know that the great body of gentle¬
men on tbe other side of tbe House had invariably voted
against it *

Mr. SI ( ART replied, ^es; and did not the gentleman
know that tbe majority of tbis House adopted tbat rule > that
tbey had placed themselves in the predicament where they
could not get up this bill > Did he not know that Western
Democrats had voted for it every time * Did he not know*
that the majority were responsible for the order of the public
business, and tbat they were not content with leaving the ap-

4

prnpriation bills to keep their place on the calendar, but, enti¬
tled under the rules to precedence over all other business, by
making them special *t>rders had overrode all other business,
and thereby made business enough for ihe House to the first
of September t The gentleman told them the majority of this
House could not pass the bill It would never do ; they want¬
ed to talk about it; tbey had kept tbe President's message
here a month before referring it, making it a perfect Buncombe
speech fund. The gentlemen need not insinuate that they hod
any such desire.
^

He came back to tbis Chicago Convention. It waa a great
Convention, gotten up for great purpoeee. It was intended to
he the ArrhimediAn lever to upset the Democratic party : and
from the East and West, from the North and South the grand
sachems of Whiggery attended. What did they do * Insult¬
ed Gen. Cass in open Convention. What was his Utter }

Gentlemen might laugh about it, but honorable men had got
u> meet the question in an honorable manner. What was

that letter > It was simply addressed to a friend at Chicago,
saying that it was ont of his ptwer to attend. Did gentle-
men doubt his opinions ' He asked them if they had looked
at the records of Congress ' A man who had been here for
years, who, as tbe gentleman from fllinois (Mr. Wistworth
had said, had voted unqualifiedly in favor of every mearure of
that kind which ought to be csrri.d.not for the indiscriminate
legislation of Whiggery, but for every thing the wants of the
naUon demanded. And yet gentlemen did not know his
position !

If that had been a great Whig Tariff Convention, and Mr.
Clay had been invited to attend, and had replied that it waa

out of his fx wer to be present, would they have doubted whe-
tbei he was a tariff man ' No. It ... Whiggery ma*k*d
there, under the pretence of tho benefit of the people, aa it
was always masked, that had irsulted the bes' Democrats of
the land. It was Whiggery that had got np this book { it was
one of the eml.lems of the rampiign; it was modern Whig¬
gery ; it was that Whiggery that addressed itself to women
and children, and not to the sense of grown-up men on prin¬
ciple It wa* the Whnrirery that dare not let their candidate
promulgate lis opinions; it waa that Whiggery winch con¬
cocted for him letter*, and sent them to him to sign . it wa<.

that Whiggery which had put Gen. Harrison undei keepers,
and hail got Gen. Taylor some where in Baton Rouge, so far
off that letters could never reach him, nor the country hear
from him hi* opinions. The mails were slow. The Presi-
dent of the Philadelphia Convention hsd to go clear home to
North Carolina before he wrote him informing him of his no¬

mination, and he had never got hack a return miil !
Mr. OUTLAW said (Joe. Morehead had written General

Taylor informing him of his nomination on the 9th of June,
one d«y after it was made

Mr. Ml IfA R P. V\ hy, then, don't the committee let him
answer '

Mr. OUTLAW was understood to reply, because the De-
mi>crn<ir Postmaster (ier.eral would not let the mails go there,
would not furnish the proper mail facilities.

Mr. sn AH r said that wa* tho very thin~ he wmte.l to
know.

^

A Democratic Postmaster, who desire.) to know Gen.
I nylnr « opinions, if ha had any, to condemn him l*foi« tbe
¦omitry, keeping back (he means of defeating him That
waa Whiagery with a vengeance ' Why, he could have ear¬
ned the letter himself on foot, and got back before this time
The Democracy wanted to know Gen Taylor's opinions, vet
gentlemen -aid the Postmaster General wont let the mails'.
there!

.

But the mails were certain Mween here and Buffalo or

Albany, where Mr. Fillmor* reside.]. Where was his re

sponse V, as it true, aa rumor stated, that the committee
ihorght best not to publish it until they bad got Oan. Taylor's
also ' They wanted to compare them , tbey might not agree.

The opinion* of Mr. Fillmore were known , he was known to
be a United State* Bank own, a high-tariff man, a Witmot
proviso man, with a little tincture of Abolitionism. Now, it
was not known how Gen. Taylor's opinions mighl tally with
Mr. Fillmore's ; hence it waa necessary to detain this latter
until they heard from Baton Rouge. Now, it would never
be heard from ; the letter would never come ; but we should
be told by and by, aa we were told about Gen. Harrison, that
there w a* to be "no further declaration of principles Cor the
public eye."

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, said he thought the gentleman
wa* mistaken in legard to the correspondence with General
Taylor. He had seen it stated in the " Buena Vista, pub¬lished at Baltimore, that Gen. Taylor had writ'.en a letter to
the committee, and that they would not publish it.

Mr. STUART had seen that statement, but a* they had
the asfeuiatice of so many gentlemen, whose opinions they
were bound to respect, that the letter would come, he must
conclude that the letter waa on the way { but it waa coming
slow, remarkably slow !
Was it not a little remarkable that the Whig l>orty had

taken up a man whose opinions no m«n knew. Geatlemen
had been askrd on this floor again and again what General
Taylor's opinions were on various subjects, and they had an¬
swered "I don't know." The gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. Haskell) had been asked whether he would veto the
Wilmot proviso ' He replied " I don't know and thu*
had all answered who had been called upon. For a party
that claimed to be a party of principle.that their principle*
pervaded the whole atmosphere.that the very sun that shinee
but throws them before the American people, to have put up *
candidate whose principles they did uot know, and ask the
people to vote for him on that ground.was an appropriate
exhibition of Whifgery, and could be looked for from no
other party !
Now there had been a document put forth here.no doubt

by some very able member of Congress; he should not be sur¬

prised if it were the Mine who was connected with wntmg
the Allison letter, in which it waa attempted to prove that
neither Mr. Clay, nor any other man who had adhered to
principle in the Whig party, could be elected. It stated that
the effort bad been made in 1844, and that they bad been voted
down ; that the only safety, therefore, waa to take a man with
no principle., that would be supported by individuals of all par¬
ties, and that they might be enabled by hook or by crook to
elect him ; and they seemed very faithfully to be acting on that
proposition. An eminent gentleman from Maryland had pro¬
claimed all over the country that the old issues were abandon¬
ed, that Gen. Taylor would not be the exponent of the prin¬
ciples of any party ; if he ran, that he waa to be the candidate
of the people at large, and if elected, that be would not carry .

out the prineiplea of any particular party. Now, gentlemen
said Gen. Taylor waa a W hig. That he was an honest man
he (Mr. S.) believed \ afld he told us ths>t for forty yean he
had not known, and declared he now knew nothing, of the
great questions which divided the great parties of the country;
out of hi* own moath he told oa that he was utterly unfit to be
President of the United Slate* and yet gentlemen insisted that
he wm Ihe properert man in aU the world. a .

He hal already consumed more time than he had intended,
hut he wished to say, in conclusion, that he earnestly hoped

<*. ">« «"v» ¦£would undertake to tell the House definitely what were the
opinions of Gen. Taylor on the °f,the *£'W left us yon don't know, (said Mr. 8. ?) tell uj whatt?ey are. Don't attack tfe* Democracy of this country and
question their opinions, whose opinions you know, end un¬
dertake to seek shelter under the smoke and dust you kick
up ; tell us what you mean to do yourselves. And now he
would tell what he thought they intended to do. From the
history of that party, since he had known it, he was prepared
to say they intended to do just that which they most loudly
condemned. If they charged the Democratic party with
trickery and treachery, with undertaking to palm off opinion*
which were not their real sentiments, let gentlemen and let
the countrv be aseured that they intended to he trickish and
knavish themselves. When in 1840 tbey had insisted they
were opposed to a bank, they were found then breaking up
their party for the sake of establishing one. When they were
now found insisting that all the old issues had become obso¬lete, let the people be assured they wanted to fasten upon tho
countiy the same issues. When they charged that General
Cass, although he had come out and proclaimed his opinions,
and published them to the world, and with the rapidity of the
press, not with the alowneas of the mail, meant to deceive tbe
South and the North, let the people be assured they were en¬

deavoring to have Gen. Taylor do the same thing. wh«*
the gentleman from Indiana had told the House that General
Cass*had changed his opinion on the annexation of r*xa».
that when first sgitated he was opposed to *», and declared if
England wanted it lot her have it.he would like to know the
gentlemen's authority.

Mr. SMITH was understood to refer to Mr. Howan, a*

having beard this opinion from Gen. Cass's own lips.
Mr. STUART. Jacob M. Howard ; a man who,

whatever wai his private character, politically had only the
reputation of bullying every body oppwed to him. Tell it not
in Gath ! Publish it not in the streets of Askelon ! General
Cass's opinion-had been published to the world. He had
never said any such thing. General Caas had been in favor ¦

of the annexation of Texas; tho DemoctaUc party had al¬
ways been ; they had embarked in it early in hu State ; they
h«d placed on their banner the " lone star," when all the New
England Federalists had gone against it. By their course

they had brought oa the war. We had the evidence of the
commissioners to Mexico, since the formation of the treaty,
that Mexico never believed that Texaa was not entitled to go
to the Rio Grande ; that, although the troops of Mexico had
made incursions this aide of the river, tbey had always been
driven back. These gentlemen, and that party who had been
endeavoring to make the country believe that the jurisdiction
of Mexico extended to this side of the R o Grande, had brought
on the war bv the course tbey had taken. The democracy of
the country had supported the annexation of Texas and the
Mexican war. How stood the Whig party now, who had
condemned the war from first to last, aa an " unconsutution-
,1" "unnecessary," ..damnable" war ( who had recom¬
mended our soldiers to .'ho^labU gravee" in that country
They had chosen a man as their candidate for the Presidency
who hsd no other reputation as a public man except what he
had got through this war. It reminded him of what oW Thad.
Wood said wh*n he imprlaoned bis father-in law for debt: he
said it "made him feel like h.U, but hewanted (he money.
These gentlemen felt bad * they had mourned over and con¬
demned the sin and wickedneas of this war before the coun¬

try, and yet they wanted the offices ; and so they hod se¬
lected the man who had acted a prominent part as a commac

ing general in thia disgraceful, unholy war !
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, interposed, andwisbed to ask the

gentleman if Gen. Caas had changed his.mind on the subject
of the Wilmot proviso »

» .

Mr. STUART replied, he had. (Jen- Csss had *
in black and white and spread before tbe world that he tad-

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, inquired if it was the Nl-
cbolaon letter the gentleman referred to or a private lettei

Mr. STUART replied, that he referred to the Nicholson
lettr r, in which he said that a change had taken place in h»
mind. He (Mr. 8.) believed certain gentlemen at M other
end of the C.pi.ol-Messrs. Clayton, Phelps «"1 we shouki
see how many othew-had changed their opinions a so. Now,
he would like to know from the gentleman from Indiana wh*
ther he hsd changed his opinion on the subject

Mr. SMITH replied, he had not.
Mr STUART wanted to koow, then, what was Genera

Taylor's position on that sulijeet; he wished the gentleman tt
answer btm, not to tell him " I dont know
Mr. SMITH declining to answer¬
er STUART eaid, gentlemen on the other aid* were very

apt at asking questions, but had not tbe moral courage to an¬

swer them. The gentleman from Indiana could write letter*
to his constituency.he could make (Wo- Taylor All thin£ to
all men, but he ought to have the moral courage, as the Rep-
resen'ative of a noble constituency, to stand up here and say
what were the opiniona of bis candidate. Gentlemen on hia
side of the House had been told by the gentleman from Oh.o-
(Mr. Schikcr) that the Democratic p*rty "wentitbhnd
for all the measure. of Ma Polk. He WtWld like to know
whether the Whig party were no*" going it Wind, too

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, inqufced if the gentleman wae m
favor of the Wilmot proviso ». »

Mr. STUART replied, he waa. Now, did the gentleman
wish to inquire further ' t

Mr. SMITH asked if tbe gentfcraan was for Gen. Cm*
Mr. STUART said he Gen Caw, because by hie ,

election the D«nocr»rjr woukf liAtain tb* pnncipl** ^
the parly for which they had oonfcwaded twenty years 5 because
he was eminently qualified for ttt duties of that e*ahed Mo¬
tion, waa " hones', capable, fcm* faithful to the consultation $
S<.cause he waa the chosen abtdftlafe of the Democratic party,
under the control of which thfc vfcied question moat be set-
jled, if it should ever be a*tUed,*wi«£ a just regard to the true
interests of the peopl* of the wBolenatton.,-..

Mr. 8.'a hour here expired. ^

%

"** **

TuMntrmc ..A gentleman who waa recently making a
tour of inspection along the lioe between thia city and Phila¬
delphia, states that on* afternoon he waa eaeaedingly Snterest-
ed in observing the aflect of the fluid opa»* fonir rtvW of *wal-
lowa that alighted upon one of the wireai i Whtle He was ad-
miring the long extended line of the little fellows as they 'at
so apparentlmoecure in Jibe enjoyment of Iheir position, all at
once they turfcd a somemet under the wire.eed there remain¬
ed appended for a moment, to all appearance dead hut in an
instsnt more, aa if revived by another current of the OuuJ.the
all 'et go their bold and darted away as swift*

, [Nnr-X<rrk Mi ror.

" Well, ttranger, where are yon from
' '*»' »

Arkanaat te her gMe,t. .. Why. mn.lsm I am now com Hal -

timore, Maryland, but I was born and broag . wheroMUnion," mid lb. ve^ mat l bs-the Yaakeea live » Law me ! yon are
./ *rbean looking after this long time "V c

ejaculated the old lady, In eertscic» o joy.


